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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2020-21

Non-
employing

1-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total **

NSW 457,411 340,562 18,112 1,605 817,648

Vic 394,965 244,462 14,722 1,245 655,395

Qld 270,749 177,977 11,191 756 460,669

SA 95,147 50,584 3,502 206 149,404

WA 140,630 83,148 6,040 414 230,220

Tas 23,756 15,723 1,122 72 40,718

NT 8,527 5,850 561 18 14,947

ACT 17,220 13,306 884 31 31,499

Other 
territories/unknown 1,615 131 0 3 1,754

Australia ** 1,410,049 931,791 56,046 4,368 2,402,254

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2020-21

0-4 
employees

5-19 
employees

20-199 
employees

200+ 
employees

Total

NSW                       
1,053 

                   
716                  931 

                   
1,267 

                
3,967 

Vic                          
748 

                   
529                  766 

                   
1,038 

                
3,082 

Qld                          
570 

                   
409                  531 

                      
786 

                
2,296 

SA                          
163 

                   
127                  181 

                      
262 

                   
732 

WA                          
272 

                   
213                  311 

                      
488 

                
1,284 

Tas                            
55 

                     
45                    47 

                        
76 

                   
223 

NT                            
20 

                     
19                    26 

                        
38 

                   
103 

ACT                            
45 

                     
36                    47 

                        
70 

                   
198 

Australia                       
2,926 

                
2,093 

              
2,840 

                   
4,026 

              
11,884 
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2021-22

Non-
employing

1-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total **

NSW 494,161 273,229 74,843 18,889 862,769

Vic 460,916 192,114 57,425 15,160 726,839

Qld 289,306 137,529 46,203 12,170 485,971

SA 101,146 37,789 14,875 3,780 157,813

WA 150,121 61,616 23,313 6,632 242,139

Tas 25,001 11,372 4,961 1,159 42,614

NT 9,105 4,047 2,000 586 15,796

ACT 18,561 10,865 3,440 989 33,918

Other 
territories/unknown 1,841 199 18 6 2,041

Australia ** 1,550,151 728,759 59,355 4,533 2,569,900

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2020-21

0-4
employees

5-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total

NSW
1,053 716           931 1,267 3,967 

Vic
748 529           766 1,038 3,082 

Qld
570 409           531 786 2,296 

SA
163 127           181 262 732 

WA
272 213           311 488 1,284 

Tas
55 45             47 76 223 

NT
20 19             26 38 103 

ACT
45 36             47 70 198 

Australia
2,926 2,093 2,840 4,026 11,884 
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2021-22

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total **

NSW 494,161 273,229 74,843 18,889 1,672 862,769

Vic 460,916 192,114 57,425 15,160 1,238 726,839

Qld 289,306 137,529 46,203 12,170 784 485,971

SA 101,146 37,789 14,875 3,780 234 157,813

WA 150,121 61,616 23,313 6,632 474 242,139

Tas 25,001 11,372 4,961 1,159 75 42,614

NT 9,105 4,047 2,000 586 21 15,796

ACT 18,561 10,865 3,440 989 52 33,918

Other territories/
unknown 1,841 199 18 6 0 2,041

Australia ** 1,550,151 728,759 227,102 59,355 4,533 2,569,900

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2021-22

0-4
employees

5-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 1,006 710 980 1,317 4,013

Vic 798 559 815 1,064 3,237

Qld 590 436 567 831 2,424

SA 176 134 184 282 777

WA 294 227 330 519 1,371

Tas 56 46 51 78 232

NT 20 20 28 39 107

ACT 45 37 53 71 206

Australia 2,985 2,170 3,009 4,202 12,367
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2022-23

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total **

NSW 509,485 264,152 75,438 849,075 20,084 1,757 870,916

Vic 461,334 181,096 58,631 701,061 16,852 1,320 719,233

Qld 299,843 135,390 47,603 482,836 13,321 845 497,002

SA 103,720 36,407 15,094 155,221 4,061 271 159,553

WA 154,847 60,196 23,864 238,907 7,212 542 246,661

Tas 25,868 11,097 5,045 42,010 1,323 82 43,415

NT 9,368 4,046 2,017 15,431 653 23 16,107

ACT 19,524 10,911 3,557 33,992 1,052 54 35,098

Other/
unknown 1,704 172 10 1,886 0 0 1,888

Australia 
** 1,585,693 703,467 231,259 2,520,419 64,559 4,895 2,589,873

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2021-22

0-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 1,006 710 1,716 980 1,317 4,013

Vic 798 559 1,357 815 1,064 3,237

Qld 590 436 1,026 567 831 2,424

SA 176 134 310 184 282 777

WA 294 227 521 330 519 1,371

Tas 56 46 102 51 78 232

NT 20 20 40 28 39 107

ACT 45 37 82 53 71 206

Australia 2,985 2,170 5,155 3,009 4,202 12,367

Table 3: Small business estimates* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2020-21

NSW 1,199,000

Vic 1,058,000

Qld 758,000

SA 274,000

WA 387,000

Tas 70,000

NT 21,000

ACT 53,000

Australia 3,820,000

* There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is 
provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated 
turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2022-23

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total **

NSW 509,485 264,152 75,438 849,075 20,084 1,757 870,916

Vic 461,334 181,096 58,631 701,061 16,852 1,320 719,233

Qld 299,843 135,390 47,603 482,836 13,321 845 497,002

SA 103,720 36,407 15,094 155,221 4,061 271 159,553

WA 154,847 60,196 23,864 238,907 7,212 542 246,661

Tas 25,868 11,097 5,045 42,010 1,323 82 43,415

NT 9,368 4,046 2,017 15,431 653 23 16,107

ACT 19,524 10,911 3,557 33,992 1,052 54 35,098

Other/
unknown 1,704 172 10 1,886 0 0 1,888

Australia 
** 1,585,693 703,467 231,259 2,520,419 64,559 4,895 2,589,873

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2021-22

0-4 
employees

5-19 
employees

0-19 
employees

20-199 
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 1,006 710 1,716 980 1,317 4,013

Vic 798 559 1,357 815 1,064 3,237

Qld 590 436 1,026 567 831 2,424

SA 176 134 310 184 282 777

WA 294 227 521 330 519 1,371

Tas 56 46 102 51 78 232

NT 20 20 40 28 39 107

ACT 45 37 82 53 71 206

Australia 2,985 2,170 5,155 3,009 4,202 12,367

Table 3: Small business estimates* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2021-22

NSW 1,251,000

Vic 1,106,000

Qld 791,000

SA 286,000

WA 405,000

Tas 72,000

NT 22,000

ACT 56,000

Australia 3,989,000

* There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is 
provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated 
turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2022-23

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total **

NSW 509,485 264,152 75,438 849,075 20,084 1,757 870,916

Vic 461,334 181,096 58,631 701,061 16,852 1,320 719,233

Qld 299,843 135,390 47,603 482,836 13,321 845 497,002

SA 103,720 36,407 15,094 155,221 4,061 271 159,553

WA 154,847 60,196 23,864 238,907 7,212 542 246,661

Tas 25,868 11,097 5,045 42,010 1,323 82 43,415

NT 9,368 4,046 2,017 15,431 653 23 16,107

ACT 19,524 10,911 3,557 33,992 1,052 54 35,098

Other/
unknown 1,704 172 10 1,886 0 0 1,888

Australia 
** 1,585,693 703,467 231,259 2,520,419 64,559 4,895 2,589,873

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2022-23

0-4 
employees

5-19 
employees

0-19 
employees

20-199 
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW  1,022  783 1,805  1,036  1,379  4,220

Vic 792 610 1,401 857 1,105 3,363

Qld 607 465 1,072 611 864 2,548

SA 180 144 324 194 278 796

WA 295 238 532 350 558 1,440

Tas 57 49 106 55 79 239

NT 20 21 41 31 41 113

ACT 47 40 87 51 72 210

Australia 3,019 2,349 5,368 3,184 4,376 12,928

Table 3: Small business estimates* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2021-22

NSW 1,238,000

Vic 1,095,000

Qld 784,000

SA 284,000

WA 401,000

Tas 72,000

NT 22,000

ACT 55,000

Australia 3,951,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – 
for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2023-24***

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employe

es

Total 
2022-23**

Total 
2023-24**

NSW 509,485 264,152 75,438 849,075 20,084 1,757 870,916 896,485

Vic 461,334 181,096 58,631 701,061 16,852 1,320 719,233 737,874

Qld 299,843 135,390 47,603 482,836 13,321 845 497,002 510,417

SA 103,720 36,407 15,094 155,221 4,061 271 159,553 164,444

WA 154,847 60,196 23,864 238,907 7,212 542 246,661 255,379

Tas 25,868 11,097 5,045 42,010 1,323 82 43,415 44,025

NT 9,368 4,046 2,017 15,431 653 23 16,107 16,380

ACT 19,524 10,911 3,557 33,992 1,052 54 35,098 36,315

Other/
unknown

1,704 172 10 1,886 0 0 1,888 1,679

Australia 
2022-23 

**

1,585,693 703,467 231,259 2,520,419 64,559 4,895 2,589,873

Australia 
2023-24 

**

1,663,837 693,558 232,200 2,589,595 68,214 5,189 2,662,988

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.

*** The ABS released the first update of the 2023-24 Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits (CABEE) in August 2024. In this 
release, business counts by size and business counts by state and territory for 2023-24 are available. Business counts by both size and 
state/territory for 2023-24 will only be available in the next update in December 2024. In the table, the numbers in italic are from the 2023-24 
CABEE and the remaining numbers are from the 2022-23 CABEE.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2022-23

0-4 
employees

5-19 
employees

0-19 
employees

20-199 
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW  1,022  783 1,805  1,036  1,379  4,220

Vic 792 610 1,401 857 1,105 3,363

Qld 607 465 1,072 611 864 2,548

SA 180 144 324 194 278 796

WA 295 238 532 350 558 1,440

Tas 57 49 106 55 79 239

NT 20 21 41 31 41 113

ACT 47 40 87 51 72 210

Australia 3,019 2,349 5,368 3,184 4,376 12,928

Table 3: Small business estimates* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2021-22

NSW 1,238,000

Vic 1,095,000

Qld 784,000

SA 284,000

WA 401,000

Tas 72,000

NT 22,000

ACT 55,000

Australia 3,951,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – 
for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2023-24

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total**

NSW 537,650 259,979 75,508 873,137 21,550 1,873 896,560

Vic 483,514 176,808 58,542 718,864 17,639 1,412 737,915

Qld 312,614 134,743 48,130 495,487 14,076 881 510,444

SA 108,805 35,915 15,258 159,978 4,190 286 164,454

WA 162,971 60,186 24,067 247,224 7,604 568 255,396

Tas 26,580 10,963 5,042 42,585 1,359 85 44,029

NT 9,508 4,104 2,063 15,675 682 23 16,380

ACT 20,797 10,764 3,582 35,143 1,113 60 36,316

Other/
unknown

1,398 96 8 1,502 3 3 1,508

Australia ** 1,663,837 693,558 232,200 2,589,595 68,214 5,189 2,662,998

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2022-23

0-4 
employees

5-19 
employees

0-19 
employees

20-199 
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW  1,022  783 1,805  1,036  1,379  4,220

Vic 792 610 1,401 857 1,105 3,363

Qld 607 465 1,072 611 864 2,548

SA 180 144 324 194 278 796

WA 295 238 532 350 558 1,440

Tas 57 49 106 55 79 239

NT 20 21 41 31 41 113

ACT 47 40 87 51 72 210

Australia 3,019 2,349 5,368 3,184 4,376 12,928

Table 3: Small business estimates* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2021-22

NSW 1,238,000

Vic 1,095,000

Qld 784,000

SA 284,000

WA 401,000

Tas 72,000

NT 22,000

ACT 55,000

Australia 3,951,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – 
for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2023-24

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees

Total**

NSW 537,650 259,979 75,508 873,137 21,550 1,873 896,560

Vic 483,514 176,808 58,542 718,864 17,639 1,412 737,915

Qld 312,614 134,743 48,130 495,487 14,076 881 510,444

SA 108,805 35,915 15,258 159,978 4,190 286 164,454

WA 162,971 60,186 24,067 247,224 7,604 568 255,396

Tas 26,580 10,963 5,042 42,585 1,359 85 44,029

NT 9,508 4,104 2,063 15,675 682 23 16,380

ACT 20,797 10,764 3,582 35,143 1,113 60 36,316

Other/
unknown

1,398 96 8 1,502 3 3 1,508

Australia ** 1,663,837 693,558 232,200 2,589,595 68,214 5,189 2,662,998

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2023-24

0-4 
employees

5-19 
employees

0-19 
employees

20-199 
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 1,000 733 1,733 1,085 1,469 4,287

Vic 762 567 1,329 897 1,167 3,393

Qld 604 442 1,045 669 916 2,630

SA 176 134 310 203 308 822

WA 297 228 524 374 596 1,494

Tas 55 45 99 62 82 243

NT 21 19 40 32 44 116

ACT 45 39 83 55 74 211

Australia 2,958 2,206 5,165 3,375 4,656 13,196

Table 3: Small business counts of tax filers* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2022-23

State/territory Counts of tax filers

NSW 1,281,000

Vic 1,148,000

Qld 817,000

SA 295,000

WA 419,000

Tas 73,000

NT 22,000

ACT 58,000

Australia 4,115,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – 
for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2024-25

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employe
es

200+ 
employees

Total 
2023-24**

Total 
2024-25***

NSW 537,650 259,979 75,508 873,137 21,550 1,873 896,560 916,603

Vic 483,514 176,808 58,542 718,864 17,639 1,412 737,915 754,400

Qld 312,614 134,743 48,130 495,487 14,076 881 510,444 524,024

SA 108,805 35,915 15,258 159,978 4,190 286 164,454 168,699

WA 162,971 60,186 24,067 247,224 7,604 568 255,396 266,273

Tas 26,580 10,963 5,042 42,585 1,359 85 44,029 44,244

NT 9,508 4,104 2,063 15,675 682 23 16,380 16,796

ACT 20,797 10,764 3,582 35,143 1,113 60 36,316 36,996

Other/
unknown

1,398 96 8 1,502 3 3 1,508 1,613

Australia 
2023-24 **

1,663,837 693,558 232,200 2,589,595 68,214 5,189 2,662,998

Australia 
2024-25 *** 1,735,470 688,870 232,129 2,656,469 67,857 5,322 2,729,648

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the table.

*** The ABS released the first update of the 2024-25 Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits (CABEE) in August 2025. In this 
release, business counts by size and business counts by state and territory for 2024-25 are available. Business counts by both size and state/territory 
for 2024-25 will only be available in the next update in December 2025. In the table, the numbers in italic are from the 2024-25 CABEE and the 
remaining numbers are from the 2023-24 CABEE.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2023-24

0-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 1,000 733 1,733 1,085 1,469 4,287

Vic 762 567 1,329 897 1,167 3,393

Qld 604 442 1,045 669 916 2,630

SA 176 134 310 203 308 822

WA 297 228 524 374 596 1,494

Tas 55 45 99 62 82 243

NT 21 19 40 32 44 116

ACT 45 39 83 55 74 211

Australia 2,958 2,206 5,165 3,375 4,656 13,196

Table 3: Small business counts of tax filers* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2022-23

State/territory Counts of tax filers

NSW 1,281,000

Vic 1,148,000

Qld 817,000

SA 295,000

WA 419,000

Tas 73,000

NT 22,000

ACT 58,000

Australia 4,115,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – for 
example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2024-25

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 560,632 257,915 74,847 893,394 21,276 1,933 916,603 

Vic 504,336 173,175 58,154 735,665 17,324 1,411 754,400 

Qld 324,798 135,571 48,493 508,862 14,231 931 524,024 

SA 113,478 35,381 15,352 164,211 4,196 292 168,699 

WA 172,145 61,162 24,648 257,955 7,743 575 266,273 

Tas 27,112 10,751 4,953 42,816 1,337 91 44,244 

NT 9,890 4,118 2,081 16,089 679 28 16,796 

ACT 21,572 10,702 3,592 35,866 1,069 61 36,996 

Other/
unknown 1,507 95 9 1,611 3 0 1,613 

Australia 1,735,470 688,870 232,129 2,656,469 67,857 5,322 2,729,648 

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the 
table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2023-24

0-4 employees 5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees 200+ employees Total

NSW 1,000 733 1,733 1,085 1,469 4,287

Vic 762 567 1,329 897 1,167 3,393

Qld 604 442 1,045 669 916 2,630

SA 176 134 310 203 308 822

WA 297 228 524 374 596 1,494

Tas 55 45 99 62 82 243

NT 21 19 40 32 44 116

ACT 45 39 83 55 74 211

Australia 2,958 2,206 5,165 3,375 4,656 13,196

Table 3: Small business counts of tax filers* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2022-23

State/territory Counts of tax filers

NSW 1,281,000

Vic 1,148,000

Qld 817,000

SA 295,000

WA 419,000

Tas 73,000

NT 22,000

ACT 58,000

Australia 4,115,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – 
for example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.
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ATTACHMENT B – DATA ON BUSINESS SIZE BY STATE/TERRITORY 

Table 1: Business counts* by state/territory and size, 2024-25

Non-
employing

1-4
employees

5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees

200+ 
employees Total

NSW 560,632 257,915 74,847 893,394 21,276 1,933 916,603 

Vic 504,336 173,175 58,154 735,665 17,324 1,411 754,400 

Qld 324,798 135,571 48,493 508,862 14,231 931 524,024 

SA 113,478 35,381 15,352 164,211 4,196 292 168,699 

WA 172,145 61,162 24,648 257,955 7,743 575 266,273 

Tas 27,112 10,751 4,953 42,816 1,337 91 44,244 

NT 9,890 4,118 2,081 16,089 679 28 16,796 

ACT 21,572 10,702 3,592 35,866 1,069 61 36,996 

Other/
unknown 1,507 95 9 1,611 3 0 1,613 

Australia 1,735,470 688,870 232,129 2,656,469 67,857 5,322 2,729,648 

* Business count data are derived from tables which have ‘perturbation’ applied. That is, ABS make adjustments to the ‘true’ data for confidentiality 
reasons. This means that components will not necessarily sum to totals, and that tables aggregated from different breakdowns of data may yield 
different totals.

** ABS publishes the totals for employment size, and state/territory (separately) without adjustment (i.e. unperturbed), these values are in the table.
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Table 2: Employment (‘000) by state/territory and size, 2024-25

0-4 employees 5-19
employees

0-19
employees

20-199
employees 200+ employees Total

NSW 1,017 726 1,743 1,099 1,476 4,317

Vic 776 558 1,333 922 1,207 3,462

Qld 622 452 1,074 677 963 2,713

SA 187 137 325 203 310 837

WA 311 236 547 381 620 1,548

Tas 56 45 101 58 85 243

NT 21 20 41 35 44 119

ACT 47 36 84 51 77 212

Australia 3,037 2,209 5,246 3,425 4,781 13,451

Table 3: Small business counts of tax filers* by state/territory based on tax return data, 2023-24

State/territory Counts of tax filers

NSW 1,330,000

Vic 1,204,000

Qld 851,000

WA 441,000

SA 306,000

Tas 75,000

ACT 60,000

NT 23,000

Australia 4,291,000

* This table is a breakdown of small businesses with turnover less than $10 million. There are data reliability issues with these state breakdowns – for 
example, where a business operates across state borders. This breakdown is provided for indicative purposes only. Income tax return data is not 
suitable to provide a reliable breakdown of businesses with aggregated turnover greater than $10 million by state.














