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Attachment B – Updated data from research into motivations and barriers to Census completion 

The ABS presented preliminary findings from the research on motivations and barriers to Census 

completion in the recommendation on topics for the 2026 Census (MS24-900008). The quantitative 

phase of the research has now concluded. Figure 1 provides updated analysis. Changes of note from 

the preliminary research are:  

• Final results are +/- 2 percentage points compared to the preliminary findings, with two 

exceptions for Variations of sex characteristics: 

o Understanding the rationale for inclusion has dropped from 54% to 50%. 

o Support for inclusion in the Census has dropped below 50% (from 50% to 46%).  

• Comfort answering for others for Sexual orientation reduced to ‘Moderate agreement’ (from 

‘High agreement’), but still is higher than the existing topic of Income. 

• Support for inclusion for Variations of sex characteristics is now 10% lower than  

Sexual orientation, and 18% lower than Gender. 

Figure 2 outlines the risks identified during the research of including or not including the questions, 

and mitigations that may reduce these risks. The ABS is considering all mitigations.  

Figure 3 provides preliminary recommendations on a communication strategy that would support 

public understanding of the rationale for the sexual orientation question. The research indicated that 

increasing public understanding of the rationale would also increase support for inclusion. 
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Figure 1: Comparison of level of understanding, comfort and support for selected questions(a)(b)  

 
(a) Quantitative analysis on data collected via an online survey administered May-June 2024, with n=2,077 Australians aged 18+ years. 
(b) Questions on sex and income were included as a benchmark in the research. 



 

 

Figure 2: Risks and mitigations of including and not including questions on sex, gender, sexual orientation and variations of sex characteristics 
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Figure 3: Preliminary communication recommendations to improve understanding of the rationale for sexual orientation 
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