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1. About the grant 

The Government will provide a one-off grant of $1.1 million to the Australian Consumers’ 

Association (CHOICE), to develop and publish, by way of the internet, supermarket price 

transparency and comparison reports quarterly for three years commencing in the second 

quarter of 2024. This will provide consumers with an indicative ‘basket price’ of the cost of 

shopping at different supermarket retailers. The Program is one of a number of measures the 

Government announced to boost competition and put downward pressure on the price of 

essentials for Australians. 

The Grant is being provided as part of the ‘Industry Research and Development 

(Supermarket Price Transparency and Comparison Reports Program’ 

This grant will be administered by the Department of the Treasury in accordance with the 

Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines (CGRGs) 1 

 

2. The grant selection process 

This grant opportunity has been established as a one-off or ad hoc grant. The Department of 

the Treasury considers that this is an appropriate type of selection process as there is urgent 

need associated with the provision of services considering the current intense cost of living 

pressures. 

CHOICE has been identified as the appropriate recipient because they have a proven track 

record in successfully producing similar reports in the past. CHOICE is a well-known and 

trusted brand in consumer advocacy – promotion of the survey results through the CHOICE 

brand would maximise any pricing impact of renewed surveys.  

2.1 Eligibility criteria 

To be eligible to receive a grant you must:  

• be a legal entity, able to enter into a legally binding agreement. 

• be invited to apply. 

• be a not-for-profit-organisation. 

You are not eligible to apply if you are:  

• an organisation, or your project partner is an organisation, included on the National 

Redress Scheme’s website on the list of ‘Institutions that have not joined or signified 

their intent to join the Scheme’ (www.nationalredress.gov.au ) . 

 

1 https://www.finance.gov.au/sites/default/files/commonwealth-grants-rules-and-guidelines.pdf  
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2.2 Eligible grant activities 

To be eligible for the supermarket price transparency and comparison reports program, your 

grant activity must: 

1. undertake fieldwork surveys to collect price data: 

a. for a comparable basket of essential grocery products, based on your insight and 

expertise regarding consumer behaviour;  

b. from supermarkets in a mix of metropolitan and regional locations in each state and 

territory, based on ABS data to ensure a representative sample across socio-economic 

categories; and  

c. at each location, Coles, Woolworths and at least one other alternative supermarket 

surveyed. 

2. publish a report on the survey findings quarterly on the CHOICE website with unrestricted 

access.  

3. promote the report on the survey findings via the CHOICE's digital channels, including 

media and/or social media promotion as appropriate.  

As announced by the Government, the first quarterly report must be published by 

30 June 2024, unless otherwise agreed by the Commonwealth representative and CHOICE 

in writing. 

You must provide a copy of each quarterly report with notice of the proposed publication date 

to the Commonwealth representative at least 7 days before the proposed publication date. 

2.3 Ineligible grant activities 

The grant cannot be used for activities other than those listed in 2.2.  

2.4 Grant assessment  

The project will be assessed by the Department of Treasury. 

The assessment of the proposal will consider: 

• that the project represents value with money 

• that the project can be delivered on time and to budget (as identified in supporting 

documents) 

• that the project has been appropriately costed (the level and detail of the costing should 

be commensurate with the value of the project) 

• that the level of risk associated with the project and its implementation is manageable 

and/or acceptable and it is acknowledged that risk may stem from a number of sources, 

such as new technology, the scale and/or complexity of the proposal/project. 
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3. Who will approve the grant?  

The relevant Deputy Secretary in the Department of Treasury (Deputy Secretary) will make 

the final decision to approve a grant, taking into account the recommendations of the 

assessment committee and the availability of grant funds. 

The Deputy Secretary’s decision is final in all matters, including: 

▪ the approval of the grant 

▪ the grant amount to be awarded 

▪ the terms and conditions of the grant.  

There is no appeal mechanism for decisions to approve or not approve a grant. 

4. Notification of the grant 

We will advise you of the outcome, following a decision by the Deputy Secretary. We will 

advise you of any specific conditions attached to the grant.  

4.1 The grant agreement/Payment of the grant 

You must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the Commonwealth. We use the 

simple grant agreement for this opportunity. Each agreement has general terms and 

conditions that cannot be changed.  

We must execute a grant agreement with you before we can make any payments. We are 

not responsible for any of your expenditure until a grant agreement is executed.  

Your grant agreement may have specific conditions determined by the assessment process 

or other considerations made by the Deputy Secretary. We will identify these in the 

agreement.  

The Commonwealth may recover grant funds if there is a breach of the grant agreement. 

The grant agreement will state the: 

• maximum grant amount to be paid. 

• proportion of eligible expenditure covered by the grant.  

• any other relevant conditions deemed necessary by the Deputy Secretary. 

4.2 Grant acquittal and reporting  

As the grantee, you must submit reports in line with the timeframes in the grant agreement. 

Reports will include:  

• progress against agreed project milestones 
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• eligible expenditure of grant monies. 

You will also be responsible for: 

• meeting the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and managing the grant activity 

efficiently and effectively 

• complying with record keeping, reporting and acquittal requirements as set out in the grant 

agreement 

• participating in a grant program evaluation as specified in the grant agreement. 

5. Announcement of the grant 

Your grant will be listed on the GrantConnect website, 21 days after the date of effect as 

required by Section 5.3 of the CGRGs.  

6. Grant evaluation  

The Department of the Treasury will evaluate this grant to measure how well the outcomes 

and objectives have been achieved. 

Your grant agreement requires you to provide information to help with this evaluation. 




