
 

National Housing Accord – implementation schedules 

Table 1: Operation of the schedule 

Parties Commonwealth and all states and territories. 

Duration This Schedule is expected to expire on 30 June 2029. 

Purpose This Schedule will support the delivery of the National Housing Accord. 
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Table 2: Northern Territory – as at June 2023 

Northern Territory commitments/ 
outputs 

Delivery mechanisms Timeframes 

 

States and territories to deliver up to 10,000 
affordable homes – NT allocation of 96 homes. 

The Northern Territory aims to deliver its share of housing commitments under 
the Accord through over $140 million for new and redeveloped housing, 
residential headworks and land release programs, including partnerships with 
community housing providers, through the Northern Territory Housing Strategy 
2020-2025 and the Community Housing Growth Strategy 2022-2032.  
The Northern Territory’s investment under the Accord is in addition to the delivery 
of an extensive $900 million remote social housing program over four years 
through the Remote Housing Investment Package: Our Community. Our Future. 
Our Homes.  

 From 2023-24 
 

Definition of well located homes and measures of 
progress. 

Well-located is housing that provides reasonable access to education, 
employment, essential services, transport and/or infrastructure, as relevant to the 
regional and community context. 

The Territory will report progress through a combination of annual data, such as 
national and Territory datasets.  

 

Undertake expedited zoning, planning and land 
release to deliver the joint commitment on social 
and affordable housing in well located areas. 

The Northern Territory planning system was reviewed in the 2022 Bringing Land To 
Market report to enhance the current Land Development Process to achieve a 
Titled Land Supply that satisfies the market demand in a timely and efficient 
manner.  
Improvements to zoning, planning and land release are occurring through the 
implementation of the recommendations from this Report, which are intended to 
streamline land development administration and approvals processes, lower 
development costs and allow faster responses to changes in demand.  
Select recommendations include:  

Ongoing 
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• Finalising and adopting a Land Development Strategy that prioritises 
future Land Supply for the next 20 years 

• addressing land and infrastructure constraints through stand-alone 
infrastructure plans, inclusion of land constraint mitigation measures, and 
developing Infrastructure Contribution Guidelines to facilitate equitable 
cost sharing 

• policy consideration ensuring provision of titled land for affordable and 
social housing 

• Legislating Northern Territory Subdivision Development Guidelines, 
• Legislating that service authorities and local governments will accept 

public infrastructure assets where a subdivision is compliance with 
approved Development Permit and Subdivision Development Guidelines 

• Implementing options for fast-track approvals processes 
• Establishing pre-approved place names, and framework improvements to 

the place names processes. 

Work with Local Governments to deliver planning 
and land-use reforms that will make housing 
supply more responsive to demand over time, 
subject to further work agreed under the Accord. 

Infrastructure, strategic and statutory planning in the Northern Territory occurs at 
the Territory Government level.  

Recommendations made in the Bringing Land to Market report aim to improve 
planning outcomes by facilitating better forecasting of land supply and demand 
profiling, enhanced planning instruments, development assessment streamlining 
and improved integration of land use and infrastructure planning. Implementation 
of these recommendations is underway. 
Consultation with Local Governments will occur in implementing the 
recommendations of the Bringing Land to Market report. 

Ongoing 

Support the distribution of the Housing Australia 
Future Fund (HAFF). 

The Northern Territory will consider appropriate supports once the HAFF 
investment mandate is announced, noting a flexible approach will be required for 
the Territory context to deliver equitable outcomes.  

TBD from 
commencement of 
HAFF 
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The Northern Territory will engage with the Commonwealth to explore forgiveness 
of the Territory’s historic housing debts for potential investment in housing 
initiatives.  

Support building of a strong and sustainable 
Community Housing Provider sector. 

The Northern Territory Community Housing Growth Strategy 2022-32 sets out the 
Northern Territory’s plan to grow and develop the community housing sector. The 
strategy adopts a phased approach, including short-term design and startup, 
mid-term growth opportunities, and longer-term system consolidation and 
expansion.  
Objectives under the Strategy include improving the long-term sustainability of 
social and affordable housing system in the Territory, increase community housing 
sector-led asset renewal and new housing supply, and strengthening communities 
including through improved asset and tenancy outcomes.  
The Strategy includes an investment pipeline that seeks to support increased 
dwellings for the Community Housing Provider sector through public housing 
transfers, affordable housing contract management, Community Housing 
Provider-led small scale development, and major redevelopments in partnership 
with the Community Housing Provider Sector. The Strategy includes actions in 
urban areas, as well as remote areas through actions such as working with the 
Commonwealth to support the Aboriginal housing sector and peak organisations.  
The Northern Territory will work with the Commonwealth to build on other policy 
levers, such as Closing the Gap, to develop a strong and sustainable community 
housing provider sector in regional and remote areas of the Territory. 

5 years from 2024 

Ensure achievement of targets for social and 
affordable housing are met. 

The Northern Territory will review governance arrangements to ensure 
achievement of targets for social and affordable housing are met.  
The Northern Territory will also engage collaboratively with stakeholders, including 
the Commonwealth Government, with a view to implementing flexible approaches 
to achieving targets in the Territory context. 

5 years from 2024 
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