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1 Meeting Host Name
Rhiannon

2 Organisation (if individual please enter N/A)
Anna Dixon Consulting

3 Email
rhiannon@annadixonconsulting.com

4 Phone

5 Meeting host
Other (PLEASE SPECIFY)

6 Other
Business

7 Meeting date
8 May 2023

8 Meeting location
Virtual 
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9 Location/City/Town
Not answered

10 State
Not answered

11 Participants attending
Businesses 

12 Other
Not answered

13 Number of participants
2

14 1. Did the five emerging policy themes Prosperous, Inclusive, 

Sustainable, Cohesive and Healthy resonate with meeting participants?
Yes

15 If not, why not (200 words)
Not answered

16 2. Which of the following themes are most important to you? (Select 3)
Inclusive: A society that shares opportunities and enables people to fully participate 

Sustainable: A natural environment that is valued and sustainably managed in the face of 

a changing climate for current and future generations

Healthy: A society in which people feel well and are in good physical and mental health 

now and into the future 

17 3. Which themes or descriptions were most frequently discussed? 

(Select 3)
Sustainable: A natural environment that is valued and sustainably managed in the face of 

a changing climate for current and future generations

Inclusive: A society that shares opportunities and enables people to fully participate 
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Prosperous: A growing, productive and resilient economy 

18 4. What do you see as the most important issues for future wellbeing? 

Are these captured by the emerging policy themes?
We felt the overarching themes (prosperous, inclusive, sustainable, cohesive and healthy) 

covered all areas and we see potential for further amalgamation. We agree that wellbeing 

is holistic and that the themes need to be viewed as interconnected, as opposed to 

discrete or ranked in priority. For this reason, we did not agree with the approach in the 

consultation to rank the themes by importance. 

We see a need to elevate inequality and the natural environment and wellbeing. 

Measuring and addressing inequality (and therefore opportunity) is linked to the themes 

of ‘prosperous’ and ‘inclusive’. Importantly, Measuring What Matters is an opportunity to 

increase to the take up of measures which effectively account for disparity within 

communities, not just between communities. This work presents an opportunity to 

address this topic in a more targeted way.

Secondly, there is growing evidence of the dependence of our economy on the natural 

environment. Nowhere is this more apparent than in regional areas, where food 

production, renewable energy and tourism are just some of the sectors which rely on 

natural capital. Regional areas are also disproportionately impacted (and projected to 

continue to be) by adverse environmental events and trends, such as drought, extreme 

heat, reducing overall rainfall, increased intensity of rainfall events, to name a few. This is 

also an area lacking the most in the uptake of measures at present.

19 5. How might the descriptions be amended to best reflect our 

priorities?
Under ‘sustainable’ the current description is “a healthy natural environment for current 

and future generations, protected from the damage being caused by climate change”. We 

believe that the focus on climate change is too narrow. The natural environment faces 

many additional threats, including loss of biodiversity and unsustainable resource 

extraction.  While the processes that lead to biodiversity loss may also contribute to 

climate change, and climate change can impact on biodiversity, it is much broader. There 

are learnings from the United Nations and countries such as the United Kingdom (The 

Economics of Biodiversity: The Dasgupta Review).  

20 6. Are there any indicators and existing data sources that will be critical 

to inform the emerging policy themes?
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Potential measures already in use in relation to the environment include protected areas, 

biodiversity hotspots, areas of significance, waste generation, pollution monitoring and 

excess deaths from pollution.  There are learnings from the United Nations and countries 

such as the United Kingdom (The Economics of Biodiversity: The Dasgupta Review).  In 

addition, measures related to soil health, salinity and green canopy could be considered. 

Measuring What Matters should also look for alignment and inspiration from the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals and the GRI Reporting Standards. 

We have also found overall or average statistics, such as crime statistics, may have less 

relevance in regional areas, and are a missed opportunity to highlight social issues such as 

family and domestic violence. We have seen regional communities which are easily 

overlooked due to a low overall crime rate but have disproportionate rates of family 

assault or threatening behaviour. In terms of measuring safety, the new ISO Standard on 

CTED may offer some useful ideas. 

Other existing measures which may be useful, and which we have used in an adapted 

OECD framework, are local government election participation rates as one measure of 

local civic engagement. 

Rates of volunteering have been used as a pseudo indicator of wellbeing and social 

cohesion. While there is no doubt there can be positive effects from volunteering, we 

would argue that in regional areas volunteers are often performing multiple roles and 

fulfilling essential services which could instead be stable employment, providing far 

greater economic benefit. There are no measures for volunteer burnout, but there is the 

potential for a measure that covers formal service coverage in a regional community and 

could therefore shine a light on underserviced communities that are forced to rely on 

volunteers. 

21 7. Is there any additional information you would like to see in the 

Measuring What Matters Statement?  If so, please outline.
To date, we have used an adapted OECD Framework for Measuring Well-being and 

Progress to develop socioeconomic profiles in a regional Western Australian setting on 

projects such as economic development strategies and drought resilience. Through this 

work we have found many measures lacked relevance at a localised level and feel this will 

be a particular challenge in the many small regional towns and local governments in the 

Western Australian Wheatbelt region. Measures need to be ground tested for relevance 

in a regional setting and able to be scaled to work at finer scales. 

We see measures of inequality such as wealth disparity and income disparity will be 

particularly important in all WA regions, and we would like to see a focus on measuring 

and highlighting entrenched disadvantage. 
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