
Dear Treasury, 
 
At OBA Consulting we acknowledge these are difficult times economically for Australia & 
that Treasury are likely working through macroeconomic challenges on a scale 
unprecedented for this generation. 

Further to OBA Consulting ‘Webform submission from: Ministerial Correspondence’, 
dated 17th June 2021 below today we write with respect to the aforementioned Triennial 
Review. 
 
Please read our Webform submission from below as a pre cursor to our response to the 
Triennial Review. 
 
With respect to the 2021 Triennial Review it is dot point 2, highlighted below, specifically 
that we write to you about: 
 

 
 
Within OBA July, June & May 2021 Quick Bite newsletters attached please note several 
references to: 

• 1. The Cyclone & Cyclone related Flood Reinsurance Pool; 
• 2. The ARPC & 
• 3. What OBA proposes being the AGPR – Australia Agriculture Reinsurance Pool; 

 
• As reported in the Sydney Morning Herald in November 2019 the Federal 

Government has spent    
 $8billion on direct Drought assistance to Farmers since the turn of the century, 
noting some  
 industry insiders suggest the metric of $8billion is far more accurately stated as 
$20billion;                          

• OBA seeks to initiate discussion that an amount the equivalent of the recent 
Cyclone & Cyclone related Flood in  
Nth QLD of $10billion be designated (not ‘spent’) to a bespoke national agency 
for Agriculture to address this  
matter for farmers who seek to proactively outsource their risk to future such 
losses & largely put an end to reactive 
‘bail out’ packages consequent to Drought; 
 



• OBA hastens to add we do not consider the lack of a bespoke Government 
agency to address  
Drought Risk Transfer in Australia as a failing of the Morrison Government, more 
so we seek to  
stress we see it is a failing in Government policy in Australia with a retrospective 
inception date stretching back decades –  
nonetheless in 2021 the key stake holders in this matter have the ability to do 
something about it to address the matter for  
current & future generations of ‘accountable’ Australian farmers; 
 

• Re-iterating OBA does understand the Treasurer & Treasury are dealing with 
several high priority matters post the Covid  
frenetic norm we now refer to as BAU including however not limited to the 
immediate, ongoing and future implications  
of the intergenerational report & the ARPC 2021 Triennial Review involving 
Treasury members including however not limited to: 

➢ Hon. Michael Sukkar MP, Member for Deakin, Assistant Treasurer, Minister 
for housing; 

➢ Mr Luke Spear – Insurance Manager Treasury; 
 

• OBA first wrote to Federal Minister for Agriculture David Littleproud referencing 
the ARPC in June 2019 here, accordingly 
OBA calls on Minister Littleproud, Prime Minister Scott Morrison & Treasury to 
investigate & apportion funds towards the  
formation of a bespoke Risk Transfer agency for Australian Agriculture including 
Livestock & Crops which OBA proposes be titled: 
Australian Agriculture Reinsurance Pool - AGRP 
      

Please find 4 appendices as follows: 
 

1. OBA Consulting Quick Bite May 2021 – attached in PDF 
2. OBA Consulting Quick Bite June 2021 – attached in PDF 
3. OBA Consulting Quick Bite July 2021 – attached in PDF 
4. This video 

 
Noting it was the Hon. Treasurer Josh Frydenbery our correspondnce of the 17 th June 
2021 below was addressed to if at all possible 
we would appreicate return correspondece from Hon. Treasurer Frydenberg. 
 
In seeking to support the government as it seeks to support us as citzens please also find 
attached confirmation my ‘immunisation history’ including  
booked Covid vaccinations & OBA face masks as we seek to do our part & encourage our 
fellow citizens to all play our part in combating Covid-19. 

                       
Thank you, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Regards, 
 
Brett O’Brien 
Managing Director  

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw


OBA Ethos here & 2nd anniversary here 

 

OBA  
m +61 (0)421 814 401 
e admin@obaconsulting.com.au 
w www.obaconsulting.com.au      

OBA Consulting is a B2B consultancy operation.  
We do not provide any advice to the general public whatsoever in relation to general insurance products.  

 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswclnANko5Iz9KojENpjUQ/videos
mailto:admin@obaconsulting.com.au
http://www.obaconsulting.com.au/


 
 

                       OBA Quick Bite - May 2021  

On the 20th of April 2021 OBA received corresponcnce from Office of the Premier of NSW Gladys Berejiklian, 

below left, followed by further correposnce from Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Western NSW Adam 

Marshall on the 26th April 2021, below centre, online here, additionally for context reference is also drawn to  

                a letter replying to OBA on behalf of the Prime Minister from April 2019, below right: 

      

               The above adds to the below chronology of correspondence with & from Federal & State  

Government officials which OBA thanks these persons & their staff for including pictured from left to right:    

• The Prime Minister’s (office) – Scott Morrison;  The Federal Minister for Agriculture – David Littleproud; 
• Member of the Senate – Bridget McKenzie;  The Premier of NSW (office) – Gladys Berejiklian; 
• Adam Marshall MP - Minister for Agriculture Western NSW;  Bob Katter MP (office) - Member for Kennedy; 
• Leader of the ALP (office) - Anthony Albanese; 

 

   
             25/07/20 from NSWDPI                      26th Feb 2019 Email to PM S Morrison      04/04/19 from Fed Ag Min D Littleproud      29/04/19 – from PM’s office               22/07/19 From Senator Mckenzie     

     ‘Your (OBA) idea’s regarding stock insurance will be considered as part of the development of this plan’ 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/livestock-drought-flood-insurance-update-may-2019/


 
 

 

       Pertaining to the aforementioned recent letter from Adam Marshall MP of the 26th April 2021 OBA  

       has clarified with Adam that an ARPC sytle Risk Transfer mechanisim (Government Agency), or  

       similar such as a Reinsurance Pool Working Group that ultimately materialisis an operating  

       mechanism (Government Agency) is what we advocate for being a more sophisticated, wholistic &   

       bespoke mechanisism which is less reactive & conversely more proactive than tradtional 

                                                       ‘Government premium subsidises’. 

    OBA raised this directly with the Federal Minister of Agriculture David Littleproud here, in June 2019  

    & has since made several further references to such including in our April 2021 Quck Bite as follows    

    encompassing a short article from February 20th 2021 pertaining to the renewal of the program here: 

                                                  

                         
                      2 ARPC webinars on the 3rd Sept & 12th Nov       
                  2020 respectively OBA participated in here     At OBA we have been advocating for a similar scheme to address Drought 

      Interestingly Bob Katter MP recently raised with Prime Minister Scott Morrison an ARPC style re-   

       insurance pool for Flood / Cyclone / Storm effected North Queensland, which the Prime Minister    

    responded to positively states Bob as follows from article in Insurance Business of 19th March 2021: 

                
  Click here for a video from 19th March 2021 showcasing OBA MD discussing the above article with the ASA     

                          
 

 Per above video OBA specifically referenced Flood insurance in QLD to the Prime Minister (here) in February 

 2019 & as referenced earlier in this document put a suggestion directly to Federal Minister for Agriculture  

 David Littleproud that the Government investigate replicating the ARPC as the prototype for a reinsurance  

 type scheme to address Drought – from our YouTube Channel 2 short videos on Cattle lost to Flood in                                          

                                               February 2019 here & here – The OBA Journey here 

                              

https://arpc.gov.au/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-march-21.pdf
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/arpc-renews-terrorism-reinsurance-scheme-247070.aspx?utm_source=GA&utm_medium=20210221&utm_campaign=IBW-Newsletter-20210222&utm_content=C9961B42-D66C-4CFE-A412-1895D76E9C83&tu=C9961B42-D66C-4CFE-A412-1895D76E9C83
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-Issue-5.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/north-queensland-calls-for-reinsurance-pool-249738.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw&t=13s
https://australiansecurityacademy.edu.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw&t=13s
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-Feb-20-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswclnANko5Iz9KojENpjUQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHaiy6pDwpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Akjbw40vGFk
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-journey/


 
 

 

        Following the release of our April 2021 Quick Bite on the 19th of April 2021 including reference to  

          Bob Katter’s aforementioned meeting with the Prime Minister from Insurance Business News  

             5th May 2021 an interesting development as follows from this article with excerpts below: 

  

                                                         

                                                       

                                

    For some time OBA has been calling for a Reinsurance Pool Working Group to address ‘Agriculture’. 

     OBA referenced recently appointed ICA CEO Andrew Hall in issue 5 of Chewing The Cud as follows: 

 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/insurers-welcome-government-reinsurance-pool-for-cyclone-and-flood-risk-254087.aspx
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-Issue-5.pdf


 
 

 

     Further to the above & as per recommendations from the Bushfire Royal Commission referred to in            

     Chewing The Cud issue 5 the Government has established a new / re-hashed an existing agency to   

                               address climate change risks, full article here from 7th May 2021: 

     

This now means as a nation we have Government Agencies to address including however not limited to: 

• 1. Terrorism including Cyber – ARPC    

• 2. Nth QLD Home Insurance -   
                                                                   referenced to the PM 26th Feb 2019 by Brett O’Brien here 

  
 

• 3. Climate Change – National Recovery & Resilience Agency  
                                            formerly named the NQLIRA referenced in The OBA Journey as follows: 

                        

              1.   2.   3.  

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-Issue-5.pdf
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/environmental/australian-government-establishes-new-agency-to-address-climate-change-risks-254362.aspx
https://arpc.gov.au/
https://nqhomeinsurance.gov.au/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://recovery.gov.au/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-journey/


 
 

 
For consideration: 

• (4.) Agriculture – Yet to be formed 

• (5.) Pandemics – Presumably inevitable, referred to in this OBA update of 11th May 2020: 

 

 
 

Whilst at OBA we see the announcement of the NRRA as a step in the right direction questions have been 

raised about how effective it will be noting a raft of contentious views around its geneses agency the  

NQLIRA & its effectiveness or otherwise since inception, with examples as follows, yet not limited to: 
 

March 1st 2019 here –  The NQLIRA is referenced The OBA Journey noting it was announced shortly after OBA   

                                    MD Brett O’Brien wrote to PM Scott Morrison 26th February 2019 here 

 

December 19th 2019 here 

           

  

February 9th 2021 here 

      

February 13th 2021 here 

  
 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/livestock-drought-insurance-professor-salvatore-babones-of-sydney-university-on-drought-insurance-in-australia/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-01/flood-ravaged-north-queensland-cattle-industry-agency-announced/10860538
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-journey/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-19/shane-stone-drought-agency-boss-farmers-mixed-reaction/11812982
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-02-09/flood-grant-money-still-on-offer-for-north-queensland-farmers/13117152
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-02-13/low-takeup-of-2019-north-qld-flood-relief-prompts-questions/13149408


 
 

 

Re-iterating at OBA we feel the Government is on the right track with the announcement of the NRRA  

at least in principle, as things to have to ‘change’ & we welcome the exigency into such as stated here  

Interesting comments from Mick Keogh, Executive Director of the Australian Farm Institute & Agriculture     

commissioner for the ACCC, speaking at the Southern Australia Livestock Research Council last year,   

                                   reported in   25th  September 2020 full article here: 
   

                               
                                          

   

  From above ‘at an individual level’, the below left article from Sky News 4th October 2019 features an    

  individual pastoralist, Jim Wedge of Ascot Cattle Co., calling for Government intervention,   

                                           whilst this video from Adam Marshall references that: 

                  ‘the Comonwealth Government has changed its position & is now 

              open to supporting this (agriculture insurance products) scheme’    

       

                                                                                                     
                                            Adam Marshall on David Littleproud on 2GB radio here 

                       

                                    Mick Keogh continuing from 25th September 2020, went on to say: 

       ‘Considerable advocacy would be required to bring about industry-wide  
 institutional change for there to be risk management provided at a national level.’ 

                                                Additionally, the following statements we noted: 

                            ’equity to manage risk will be slow to change’   

             ‘The inertia we have around our system will be difficult to change.’  
 
           Fortunately, as announced in July 2019 Australia’s largest national farmer lobby group the NFF  

                                     are working on this matter in concert with the NSWDPI: 

   
 
The NFF/NSWDPI project referenced in Insurance & Risk here & here above July 2019 & June 2020 respectively.  
                                                                                    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw&t=24s
https://www.farmonline.com.au/story/6940758/ags-reliance-on-equity-to-manage-risk-will-be-slow-to-change-keogh/
https://headtopics.com/au/farmers-push-for-industry-funded-insurance-scheme-2600-sky-news-australia-8711726
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xD7twyhR7E
https://www.2gb.com/nsw-agriculture-minister-launches-scathing-attack-on-his-federal-counterpart/
https://nff.org.au/programs/financial-risk-management/
https://insuranceandrisk.com.au/nationwide-income-protection-for-farmers/
https://insuranceandrisk.com.au/industry-bodies-welcome-nsw-government-funding-for-farm-insurance-research/


 
 

 

    OBA stated our view of the work done by the NFF & NSWDPI in issue 2 of Chewing The Cud as follows: 

             ‘OBA Consulting unreservedly supports this intiative & commends  

               the NSWDPI & NFF for our this exceptionally meritorious work.’                  

                                                                                                              
     

  At OBA we support the formation of a Rinsurance Working Group & ultimate Government agency for                      

                                                                            Agriculture:  

                                                                                                         

      
                                                             Online here                                                                       Online here 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-issue-2-June-2028380.pdf
https://nff.org.au/media-release/nff-leads-dive-deep-into-risk-management-tools-for-australian-farmers/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/2021nuffieldfarmingscholarshipour/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Insuring-Livestock-The-OBA-tale35473-1.pdf


 
 

 

                                                  Testimonial 
          At Ascot Cattle Co. we welcome OBA Consulting’s voice of support in assisting farmers  
                        to change the status quo on Livestock Drought Insurance in Australia. 
 
     Brett’s Fellow status within the Insurance sector combined with direct experience in the Cattle  
    industry as a former registered breeder with Angus Australia ideally positions him as a voice of                  
                                     knowledge and prominence on Livestock Drought Insurance. 
 
             Livestock Drought Insurance for farmers and graziers has long been an omission  
           in Government policy in Australia, unlike our international Agricultural counterparts.   
 
     Brett’s passion for the matter is evident by the many hours of his own personal time & expense  
       spent lobbying Governments and industry bodies to adopt an Insurance scheme in Australia  
                                to de-risk the rural industry, something that is sorely needed. 

 
           Jim wedge owner of Ascot Cattle Co. with properties at Warwick QLD & Glen Innes NSW 

                               

                              
                             Further Testimonials: 

 

                                           Professor Joe Sircusa 

                         Australian Security Academy CEO – Mike Evans 

                             Associate Professor – Salvatore Babones 

      Iconic Australian journalist, 6 times walkly award winner – Kerry O’Brien 

Former CEO of ME Bank & former Australian u/19 Cricket captain– Jamie McPhee 

              Founding Director of Latevo Farmers Mutual – Andrew Trotter 

Admiddted to the high court of NSW & Supreme court of Australia – Mark Sheller 

   CEO of The Australian & NZ Institute of Insurance & Finance – Prue Willsford 

             National Geographic presenter, musician & actor – Henry Rollins 

    

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/testimonials/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bio/


 
 

 

                  From our YouTube Channel the below video which is less than 4:25 seconds long: 

                                                   
 

        From issue 1 of Chewing The Cud, released 26th of May 2020 with assistance from The World Bank,  

       reference is drawn as to how Australia’s world class Agriculture sector compares for Government  

     supported insurance premiums with other nations, in other regions, often competing nations to ours:   

                            

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswclnANko5Iz9KojENpjUQ/videos
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-issue-1-May-2028379.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/embed/pL_pkJLGPMg?feature=oembed


 
 

Below is a high-level summary of specialist Rural insures within the mainstream Australian 

Insurance market highlighting 3 major peril weather related cover options for Livestock: 

 

    Similar to Business Pack & other classes of insurance a Farm Pack policy could  

    follow a similar triage for ‘Drought’, which for the purpose of this hypothetical  

    scenario / illustration the Agriculture Reinsurance Pool (AGRP*) would be  

                   inserted for the ARPC, similarly ‘Drought’ for ‘Terrorism’: 

                               

                                                    
                          Above excerpts taken from pictured document above right, online here   

    
*NB: ‘AGRP’ is not a recognised acronym nor actual entity / agency – it is what OBA proposes is required & could be named 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYCn1fO6Ils
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/Terrorism_Insurance_Act_Review.pdf
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/Terrorism_Insurance_Act_Review.pdf


 
 

           

                        Online here 

   

 

Actions such as de-stocking are not always the answer to this problem as referenced in OBA update of 

17th March 2020 additionally RIC has received no shortage of critisms as referended in issue 5 of Chewing 

The Cud & there is a raft of voices suggesting offering debt as a solution to disaster recovery is perilous: 

 
 

It would appear our Government financially supports a Livestock Insurance program in Kenya yet that  

is for more adept investigative minds than OBA’s to confirm or otherwise including perhaps the entirely   

        valid reasons for doing so when we do not have such a Government supported market here. 

 OBA advocates for supporting responsible Famers who are prepared to take accountable, responsible    

            steps to outsource their risk, noting they do need to be enabled to do so via an effective,  

                                readily accessible, risk transfer market – ideally operating locally:                            

                                         

https://www.ga.gov.au/scientific-topics/national-location-information/landforms/deserts
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/livestock-drought-insurance-blood-lines/
https://www.ric.gov.au/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-Issue-5.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-02-13/low-takeup-of-2019-north-qld-flood-relief-prompts-questions/13149408
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/livestock-drought-insurance-why-arent-australia-farmers-getting-a-proportionate-livestock-drought-insurance-lick-2/


 
 

 

                       

Colac, Corangamite, Victoria, Australia -  Jim, John & Brett O’Brien - 1957 & 1986 

 ‘’It is said in life it is important to leave things, including your life, in a better state than you inherited them. 

Currently Australian Farmers cannot readily insure their precious Livestock against the peril of 
Drought as the mainstream Australian insurance market does not offer such cover. 

Introducing insurance to the mainstream Australian insurance market against Drought for Farmers 

who lose stock consequent to Drought would improve the livelihood of farmers & the farming 

landscape in this great country of ours for the current farming generation and those to follow’’ 

Brett O’Brien – Managing Director - OBA Consulting         

 

  

                                                      
                                          OBA Ethos online here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL_pkJLGPMg
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bio/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/


 
 

 

                                                                                   

                                                                                                    
                                                        Take the quiz here 

                      From OBA a little help with question 1 below courtesy of MLA: 

               

At OBA our clubhouse leader, not surprisingly is Brett, yet if you can beat his score below,           

       please let us know and we will send you an OBA adhesive patch, pictured below:      

                                                

                     

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-07/quiz-beef-australia-2021-/100110560?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_web
https://www.mla.com.au/


 
 

 

                                   

                
                                                           

                                                     See our 2nd anniversary April 2021 Quick Bite here                

                                                   

                                                                                              OBA Consulting Australia 
                                                                                                                                OBA Consulting is a B2B consultancy operation.       

                                                                   We do not provide any advice to the general public whatsoever in relation to general insurance products. 
        In the course of referencing other sources of news & information in this document, including usage of third party entity logo’s this is done so on the basis of ‘information purposes’.  
This document and any attachments are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify OBA Consulting immediately and delete all copies of this document. You must not copy, use, disclose, distribute or rely on the information contained in it. Copying or use of this communication or information in it is strictly prohibited 

and may be unlawful. The fact that this communication is in electronic form does not constitute OBA Consulting consent to conduct transactions by electronic means or to use or accept electronic records or electronic signatures. Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this communication are not waived or lost by reason of 

mistaken delivery to you. OBA Consulting does not guarantee that this document or links are unaffected by computer virus, corruption or other defects and accepts no liability for any damage caused by this document or links due to viruses, interception, corruption or unauthorised access.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Copyright © 2020 OBA Consulting, all rights reserved.    

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf


 
 

                          OBA Quick Bite - June 2021                                
Pleasingly there is quite a lot happening in the space of Agriculure Risk Transfer which we are pleased  

to be able to share with OBA Readers 2.5 years on from OBA writing to the Prime Minister, as follows: 

                                                     News:    

                                             Below left from 25th May 2021 – full article here: 

 

   
                                                        19th May 2021 - full article here   

 

OBA first wrote to Federal Agriculture Minister David Littleproud referencing the ARPC in June 2019 here. 

      Per the high level summary within May 2021 OBA Quick Bite the ARPC is not a ‘premium subsidy’  

mechanism, more so it’s a bespoke Government agency that as opposed to traditional ‘Government premium 

subsidies’, inherently incorporates accountability on ultimate beneficiaries - insurance policy holders. 

  It’s essentially a user pay’s program rendering activation of ARPC reserves, responding to insured losses,   

      soundly rooted in accountability, such is its structure - OBA are advocates of the ARPC structure,  

          steadfastly believing it’s triage for activation drives a national societal culture of accountability. 

 

 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-24/disaster-fruit-veg-national-horticulture-recovery-fund-mooted/100146294
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/environmental/arpc-backs-governments-reinsurance-pool-255428.aspx
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-May-2021-.pdf


 
 

 OBA calls on Federal Minister for Agriculture David Littleproud, Prime Minister Scott Morrison & Treasury  

         to investigate the replication of a similarly structed bespoke agency for Australian Agriculture. 

   ARPC CEO Dr Christopher Wallace, a fellow Fellow of the Australian & New Zealand Institute of Insurance 

     & Finance (ANZIIF) with OBA MD Brett O’Brien (Fellow) wrote to OBA on the 4th June 2021 as follows:                                      

  

Per May 2021 OBA Quick Bite at OBA we propose the formation of the ARPC equivalent for Australian 

Agriculture which we suggest could be titled the Australian Agriculture Reinsurance Pool – AGRP 

      

From April 2021 OBA Quck Bite article from Feb 20th 21 pertaining to the renewal  of the ARPC program here: 

                                                  

                         
                      2 ARPC webinars on the 3rd Sept & 12th Nov       
                  2020 respectively OBA participated in here     At OBA we have been advocating for a similar scheme to address Drought 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-May-2021-.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/arpc-renews-terrorism-reinsurance-scheme-247070.aspx?utm_source=GA&utm_medium=20210221&utm_campaign=IBW-Newsletter-20210222&utm_content=C9961B42-D66C-4CFE-A412-1895D76E9C83&tu=C9961B42-D66C-4CFE-A412-1895D76E9C83
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-Issue-5.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/


 
 

       

                   Our April 2021 Quick Bite referenced Bob Katter’s meeting with the Prime Minister  

                                reported in Insurance Business News 5th May 2021 article below: 

  

                                                         

                                                       

                                

    For some time OBA has been calling for a Reinsurance Pool Working Group to address ‘Agriculture’. 

 

     

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/insurers-welcome-government-reinsurance-pool-for-cyclone-and-flood-risk-254087.aspx
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf


 
 

 

                                                                  
                                                         22nd May 2021 - full article here  

   The reinsurance pool for Cyclone & Cyclone-related Flooding events as referenced in our May 2021 Quick  

   Bite is space OBA have been active in & advocating for some time, including this video from March 2021: 

            

 

             2 years on from being announced the NSWDPI commissioned report has been released:  

   

Above left letter to OBA from Adam Marshall MP dated 26th April 2021 following OBA’s enquiry to Adam re report release date  

  & from Friday 4th June 2021, middle left, ‘Media Release’ annoucing the reports release – report front page 2nd from right. 

     At OBA we reiterate previous sentiments praising the NSWDPI for this work whilst we also acknowledge feedback  

    expressed to us from rural people that 2 years for the reports deliverly seems exceptionally exhorbitant noting the  

    projects annoucment of 18th July 2019, illusrated pictorally below left, also referenced in OBA August 2019 update 

 

  Whilst a copy of the report, above right, has been provided to OBA we reference the following excerpt only: 

    

        Pertaining directly to such excerpt above, re-iterating, OBA proposes the formation, or  

‘establishment’ to borrow the term above, of the Australian Agriculture Reinsurance Pool – AGRP  

 Australian Agriculture Reinsurance Pool – AGRP   

https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/environmental/new-taskforce-seeks-feedback-on-cyclone-reinsurance-pool-255831.aspx
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-May-2021-.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-issue-2-June-2028380.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/august-2019-insurance-update-august-2019/


 
 

In the week following the introduction of the Barley tariffs, & others shortly thereafter, just over a year  

           ago OBA wrote the op-ed titled ‘Less Reliance, More Resilience’, online here, in May 2020. 

The op-ed was run in FarmTender & per the below articles from May 2021 it has proven to be largely accurate: 

• ABC 19/05/21: ‘Australian Farmers Find New Markets as China Slaps on Tarif’s’  & 
• ABC 17/05/21 ‘Is the dream over? Amid China's trade war, producers grapple with new world order’ - here 

Reference to op-ed also featured in OBA’s Chewing The Cud issue 5 showcasing Treasurer Josh Frydenberg     

   seen here providing advices as to how the Government does ‘instruct’ the insurance industry in Australia:  

    

                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                    Above online at OBA Ethos 

    
                                                                      Short video here 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Op-Ed-13-05-20-Less-reliance-more-resiliance29098.pdf
https://www.farmtender.com.au/prime-ag-news/australia-needs-to-methodically-correct-the-imbalance-between-reliance-and-resilience-with-china
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-18/australian-farmers-find-new-markets-after-china/13348862
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-05-17/after-12-months-of-the-trade-war-is-the-china-dream-over/100127874
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBAs-Chewing-The-Cud-Issue-5.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaFugq8eJsg
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-Jj2A6IOSw&t=7s


 
 

 

               Testimonial for OBA from Jim Wedge of Ascot Cattle Co. 
 
          At Ascot Cattle Co. we welcome OBA Consulting’s voice of support in assisting farmers  
                        to change the status quo on Livestock Drought Insurance in Australia. 
 
     Brett’s Fellow status within the Insurance sector combined with direct experience in the Cattle  
    industry as a former registered breeder with Angus Australia ideally positions him as a voice of                  
                                     knowledge and prominence on Livestock Drought Insurance. 
 
             Livestock Drought Insurance for farmers and graziers has long been an omission  
           in Government policy in Australia, unlike our international Agricultural counterparts.   
 
     Brett’s passion for the matter is evident by the many hours of his own personal time & expense  
       spent lobbying Governments and industry bodies to adopt an insurance scheme in Australia  
                                to de-risk the rural industry, something that is sorely needed. 

 
           Jim wedge owner of Ascot Cattle Co. with properties at Warwick QLD & Glen Innes NSW 

                               

                              

        News Article – 04/10/2019 – featuring Jim Wedge           

                     
  Farmers push for Industry-funded Insurance Scheme - 2600 | Sky News Australia 

    Farmers battling one of the worst droughts in living memory have called on the Coalition to  
 create an insurance scheme to stop regional communities from dying.  4/10/2019 1:15:00 AM  

Farmers battling one of the worst droughts in living memory have called on the Coalition to create an 
insurance scheme to stop regional communities from dying. 

Rachel Sibley, 2600 Producer Farmers battling one of the worst droughts in living memory have called on 
the Coalition to create an insurance scheme to stop regional communities from dying. Warwick farmer 
Jim Wedge, 62, wants the scheme to be topped up by farmers during profitable seasons. The funds 
could then be distributed to those (farmers). 

https://headtopics.com/au/farmers-push-for-industry-funded-insurance-scheme-2600-sky-news-australia-8711726


 
 

 
 
Mr Wedge – who owns Ascot Cattle Co Charolais and Angus Stud – has backing from several other 
Warwick farmers who want the payments managed by an independent panel appointed by the federal 
government. 
“The government is paying out drought funds that are all taxpayer funded, which really when you think 
about it, taxpayers shouldn’t really be paying for farmers problems at the end of the day,” he said. 

“You can get crop insurance at the moment but not a general drought insurance, which could be for 
crops or livestock if you lose your income because you have to feed livestock.”Mr Wedge said insurance 
companies refuse to cover drought despite making payments on natural disasters such as floods, fires 
and storms. 

The gap in the private sector leaves farmers vulnerable. However, the concept faced resistance 
yesterday from Water Minister David Littleproud who said a Farm Management Deposits Scheme 
already existed which allowed farmers to put tax-free deposits into a fund. headtopics.com 

However, Mr Wedge said the current system was limiting as it wasn’t available to everyone and could tie 
up cash flow. “The insurance scheme takes it to a different level again, I think. It could also be available 
to small businesses in rural areas as well,” he said. 

“There’s a huge gap there really … These natural disasters are going to be more frequent than not. It’s 
just some way to keep the agriculture industry sustainable. “Treasurer Josh Frydenberg declined to 
answer questions on the idea but released a statement saying supporting drought affected communities 
was a “priority”. 

Grain and fodder producer Stuart Judd, 50, said the community wanted an insurance scheme which 
would not be “eaten into” by fees. He wanted to see contributions based on average yield and profit 
margins so that farmers could remain in business in a bad season. 

“You could have an insurance premium based on a percentage of average yields,” he said. “If this year 
there’s no crop you can draw on insurance. “Mr Judd said whatever the immediate financial solution, 
communities urgently needed long term water infrastructure like dams. headtopics.com 

“We’re the second driest continent on the planet but we don’t manage our water well,” he said. “The 
dams should have been built thirty years ago. There’s been no major infrastructure in water 
management in this country since the snowy schemes and no major irrigation development. 

“You can’t keep robbing that Murray-Darling system. “The water we need is on the other side of Range, 
we need diversion projects to deliver from coastal regions to the Downs. Fraser’s Livestock Transport 
owner Ross Fraser said an insurance scheme would give businesses stability during drought. 

“The idea is not to limit it to farmers, but to include business because drought not only affects farmers. It 
severely affects local business in small towns,” he said. However, Mr Fraser conceded that 
administration could be difficult. “It’s a good idea but it runs the risk of being tied up in bureaucracy … It 
would have to be very carefully managed in a way in which red tape is minimal,” he said. 



 
 

                              
                              Further Testimonials: 

                                            Professor Joe Sircusa 

                         Australian Security Academy CEO – Mike Evans 

                             Associate Professor – Salvatore Babones 

      Iconic Australian journalist, 6 times walkly award winner – Kerry O’Brien 

Former CEO of ME Bank & former Australian u/19 Cricket captain– Jamie McPhee 

              Founding Director of Latevo Farmers Mutual – Andrew Trotter 

Admiddted to the high court of NSW & Supreme court of Australia – Mark Sheller 

   CEO of The Australian & NZ Institute of Insurance & Finance – Prue Willsford 

             National Geographic presenter, musician & actor – Henry Rollins 

    

 

         

                                              Above left courtesy of Grain Growers, referenced here 

                                                                                                 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/testimonials/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bio/
https://www.graingrowers.com.au/graingrowers-2019-multi-peril-crop-insurance-report/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBA-Chew-The-Cud-issue-3-June-20.pdf


 
 

 

                  From our YouTube Channel the below video which is less than 4:25 seconds long: 

                                                   
 
 

              

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswclnANko5Iz9KojENpjUQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/embed/pL_pkJLGPMg?feature=oembed


 
 

                           

Below is a high-level summary of specialist Rural insurers within the mainstream Australian 

Insurance market highlighting 3 major peril weather related cover options for Livestock: 

 

    Similar to Business Pack & other classes of insurance a Farm Pack policy could  

    follow a similar triage for ‘Drought’, which for the purpose of this hypothetical  

    scenario / illustration the Agriculture Reinsurance Pool (AGRP*) would be  

                   inserted for the ARPC, similarly ‘Drought’ for ‘Terrorism’: 

                                     
                                          

                              Above excerpt taken from pictured document right, online here  

                & below from Australian Government Geosciense online here 

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYCn1fO6Ils
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/Terrorism_Insurance_Act_Review.pdf
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/Terrorism_Insurance_Act_Review.pdf
https://www.ga.gov.au/scientific-topics/national-location-information/landforms/deserts


 
 

   

                    Online here below is a letter replying to OBA on behalf of the Prime Minister from April 2019:          

     

  The above letter forms an important part of correspondence with & from Federal & State Government    

       officials which OBA thanks these persons & their staff for including pictured from left to right:    

• The Prime Minister’s (office) – Scott Morrison;  The Federal Minister for Agriculture – David Littleproud; 
• Member of the Senate – Bridget McKenzie;  The Premier of NSW (office) – Gladys Berejiklian; 
• Adam Marshall MP - Minister for Agriculture Western NSW;  Bob Katter MP (office) - Member for Kennedy; 
• Leader of the ALP (office) - Anthony Albanese; 

 

   
             25/07/20 from NSWDPI                      26th Feb 2019 Email to PM S Morrison      04/04/19 from Fed Ag Min D Littleproud      29/04/19 – from PM’s office               22/07/19 From Senator Mckenzie     

     ‘Your (OBA) idea’s regarding stock insurance will be considered as part of the development of this plan’ 

         

                                                                  The OBA Journey here 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/livestock-drought-flood-insurance-update-may-2019/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-journey/


 
 

                                                    

                     

Colac, Corangamite, Victoria, Australia -  Jim, John & Brett O’Brien - 1957 & 1986 

 ‘’It is said in life it is important to leave things, including your life, in a better state than you inherited them. 

Currently Australian Farmers cannot readily insure their precious Livestock against the peril of 
Drought as the mainstream Australian insurance market does not offer such cover. 

Introducing insurance to the mainstream Australian insurance market against Drought for Farmers 

who lose stock consequent to Drought would improve the livelihood of farmers & the farming 
landscape in this great country of ours for the current farming generation and those to follow’’ 

Brett O’Brien – Managing Director - OBA Consulting         
 

                                                          
OBA Ethos online here 

                   
                                                                       Online here                                                                       Online here                                                

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL_pkJLGPMg
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bio/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/2021nuffieldfarmingscholarshipour/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Insuring-Livestock-The-OBA-tale35473-1.pdf


 
 

 

                                   

                
                                                           

                                                     See our 2nd anniversary April 2021 Quick Bite here                

                

                                                                      OBA Consulting Australia is a B2B consultancy operation.       

                                                                   We do not provide any advice to the general public whatsoever in relation to general insurance products. 

                    In the course of referencing other sources of news & information in this document, including usage of third party entity  

           logo’s this is done so on the basis of ‘information purposes’, including yet not limited to Insurance Business Australia & ABC Rural       
This document and any attachments are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify OBA Consulting immediately and delete all copies of this document. You must not copy, use, disclose, distribute or rely on the information contained in it. Copying or use of this communication or information in it is strictly prohibited 

and may be unlawful. The fact that this communication is in electronic form does not constitute OBA Consulting consent to conduct transactions by electronic means or to use or accept electronic records or electronic signatures. Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this communication are not waived or lost by reason of 

mistaken delivery to you. OBA Consulting does not guarantee that this document or links are unaffected by computer virus, corruption or other defects and accepts no liability for any damage caused by this document or links due to viruses, interception, corruption or unauthorised access.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Copyright © 2020 OBA Consulting, all rights reserved.                                   

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf


                           
 

                                             

  OBA Quick Bite - July 2021          

 

    At OBA we acknowledge these are difficult times economically for Australia & that Treasury are likely    

             working through macroeconomic challenges on a scale unprecedented for this generation. 

 

   With that in mind & consistent with our stated purpose from the outset including writing to Hon. Prime   

 Minister Scott Morrison on the 26th February 2019 here, on the 17th June 2021 OBA wrote to Hon. Treasurer    

    Josh Frydenberg* pertaining to stemming the bleeding with respect to cyclical, reactive government  

spending on Drought Recovery noting the paramount importance of how our countries finances are utilised. 

      Significant progress has been achieved on this issue since OBA wrote to Prime Minister Morrison in  

      February 2019, most recently referenced in OBA June 21 Quick Bite here, consequently with a view to  

          further mitigation of government ‘spending’ following Drought, OBA wrote to Treasury noting: 

• As reported in the Sydney Morning Herald in November 2019 the Federal Government has spent    
 $8billion on direct Drought assistance to Farmers since the turn of the century, noting some  
 industry insiders suggest the metric of $8billion is far more accurately stated as $20billion:                   

            
                         Full article here also referenced in OBA update of 28th December 2019 

 
• OBA seeks to initiate discussion that an amount the equivalent of the recent Cyclone & Cyclone 

related Flood in Nth QLD of $10billion be designated (not ‘spent’) to a bespoke national agency for 
Agriculture to address this matter for Farmers who seek to proactively outsource their risk to  
future such losses & largely put an end to reactive ‘bail out’ packages consequent to Drought; 
 

• OBA hastens to add we do not consider the lack of a bespoke government agency to address  
Drought risk transfer in Australia as a failing of the Morrison government, more so we seek to  
stress we see it is a failing in government policy in Australia with a retrospective inception date 
stretching back decades – nonetheless in 2021 the key stakeholders in this matter have the ability  
to do something about it to address the matter for current & future generations of ‘accountable’  
Australian Farmers; 
 

• Re-iterating OBA does understand the Treasurer & Treasury are dealing with several high priority 
matters post the Covid frenetic norm we now refer to as BAU including however not limited to the      
immediate, ongoing and future implications of the intergenerational report & the ARPC 2021  
Triennial Review, involving Treasury members including however not limited to:  
 

➢ Hon. Michael Sukkar MP, Member for Deakin, Assistant Treasurer, Minister for housing; 
➢ Mr Luke Spear – Insurance Manager Treasury; 

 
• OBA first wrote to Federal Minister for Agriculture David Littleproud referencing the ARPC in June   

2019 here, accordingly OBA calls on Minister Littleproud, Prime Minister Scott Morrison & Treasury 
to investigate & apportion funds towards the formation of a bespoke risk transfer agency for     
Australian Agriculture including Livestock & Crops which OBA proposes be titled: 
 

      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYCn1fO6Ils
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-June-2021-1.pdf
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/the-cost-of-drought-and-it-s-just-going-to-grow-20191102-p536rd.html
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/livestock-drought-insurance-why-arent-australia-farmers-getting-a-proportionate-livestock-drought-insurance-lick-2/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-06-27/intergenerational-report-shows-economic-damage-from-covid/100248246
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf


                           
 

                   

                              *17th June 2021 OBA’s correspondence to Hon. Treasurer Josh Frydenberg: 

 

                      

 

    From: Treasury no-reply@treasury.gov.au  Sent: Thursday, 17 June 2021 5:12 PM 

    To: admin@obaconsulting.com.au                 Subject: Webform submission from: Ministerial Correspondence 

   Submitted on Thu, 06/17/2021 - 17:11   First name Brett   Last name O'Brien   Organisation OBA Consulting 
 

   Your correspondence 

   Minister you wish to contact                                         Message subject 

   Treasurer - The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP                  Agriculture Risk Transfer 

 

   Your message to the Minister 

 

    Dear Treasurer Frydenberg member for Kooyong, 

 

    Whilst we are both Victorians, Hon. Treasurer, today I write to you in a Commonwealth perspective    

    having previously written to Hon. David Littleproud & Hon. Scott Morrison, referenced within OBA  

    Journey here: https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-journey/ 

 

    I am a Fellow of the Australian & New Zealand Institute of Insurance & Finance (ANZIIF) & 4th Generation     

    Australian Cattle Farmer. 

 

    For the last 2.5 years, I have been working in risk mitigation for Livestock, namely Drought yet with an    

    emphasis on Agriculture more broadly. 

 

    In doing so, I founded OBA Consulting: www.obaconsulting.com.au. Our ABN is under the name    

    O'Brien Angus - my former registered breeding herd with Angus Australia, since dispersed. 

 

    In June 2019, I wrote to Minister Littleproud, Bridget McKenzie & Shane Stone proposing a risk transfer    

    suggestion for Agriculture along the lines of the ARPC – referenced in OBA update August 2019 here. 

 

    Formerly an accredited insurance broker when the ARPC was formed approaching 2 decades ago & I am  

    an advocate of the ARPC not least of all its structure which I consider imbeds societal accountability  

    pertaining to its triage for reserves activation. 

 

    I have been in liaison with Adam Marshall's (MP) office over the last 12 months with respect to the $2M     

    committed to Agriculture risk management by the NSW government & am fully across the Federal    

    Government’s recent $10billion commitment to Cyclone & Cyclone related Flood in Nth QLD. 

 

    In February 2019, I wrote to Prime Minister Morrison referencing https://nqhomeinsurance.gov.au/ 

    for which I drew references to Agriculture. 

mailto:no-reply@treasury.gov.au
mailto:admin@obaconsulting.com.au
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-journey/
http://www.obaconsulting.com.au/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/august-2019-insurance-update-august-2019/
https://nqhomeinsurance.gov.au/


                           
 

 

    My offices correspondence with & from government over the last 2.5 years can be found here. 

 

    Having recently reached out to Dr Christopher Wallace, ARPC CEO, he referenced Treasury which is what  

    led me to contact you today – Dr Wallace & I are both Fellows of ANZIIF. 

 

    I would like to submit to you suggestions around the formation of an ARPC equivalent for Australian    

    Agriculture which I suggest could be titled the Australian Agriculture Reinsurance Pool – AGRP. 

 

    Residing in Southbank 3006 with my wife, we found your speech pertaining to Covid & Victoria delivered  

    to parliament on 27th October 2020 rousing. 

 

    Look forward to hearing from you Treasurer. 

 

    Sincerely, 

 

    Best wishes, 

 

    Brett O'Brien - OBA Consulting Managing Director 

 

                           
           Letter to OBA from ARPC CEO Dr Christopher Wallace June 2021           Letter to OBA ‘on behalf of the Prime Minister’ April 2019 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/All-Govt-letters-April-19-to-april-21.pdf
https://anziif.com/membership/membership-levels/fellow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8iPmfMEu0k&t=7s


                           
 

 

                  In addition to writing to the Treasurer per above, OBA have also responded (in part) to the  

                               2021 Triennial Review of the Terrorism Insurance Act 2003, as follows: 

                                                                            
                                                        Treasury website here                                                                                           Full Consultation Paper 

     

                                         Noting within our June & May 2021 Quick Bites OBA references: 

• Cyclone & Cyclone related Flood in Nth QLD; 
• The ARPC & 
• What OBA proposes being the AGRP – Australian Agriculture Reinsurance Pool; 

 

            It        Within the Terms of Reference dot point 2 of the Triennial Review, highlighted below, OBA has responded: 

           
    

       with an emphasis on initiating dialogue leading to a working group with a view to funding around  

   the formation of a bespoke agency for Agriculture & how the ‘governance, administration & resourcing’  

                                                        of such an agency may be facilitated.  

         

https://treasury.gov.au/consultation/c2021-184184
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-06/184184-consultationpaper.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-June-2021-1.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-May-2021-.pdf


                           
 

                      

                Within our June 2021 Quick Bite here, OBA stated the following in relation to the ARPC: 

        ‘.. bespoke Government agency that as opposed to traditional ‘Government premium subsidies’,  

           inherently incorporates accountability on ultimate beneficiaries - insurance policy holders. 

    It’s essentially a user pays program rendering activation of ARPC reserves, responding to insured losses,   

      soundly rooted in accountability, such is its structure - OBA are advocates of the ARPC structure,  

          steadfastly believing its triage for activation drives a national societal culture of accountability.’ 

  

          The ARPC Triennial Review was referenced in Insurance Business Australia 5th July 2021  here,  

        below left, noting 4th April 2019 here Insurance Business Australia ran a profile on OBA Consulting   

                                              relating to Government reinsurance, below middle: 

 

                                                      plus a related OBA video from March 2021:        

                       OBA video from March 2021: 

                       

 

         Livestock & Crop losses consequent to ‘Drought’ under a Farm Pack or Crop Insurance policy could  

       follow a similar triage to Property (& Business Interruption) losses consequent to ‘Terrorism’, which 

       for the purpose of this hypothetical scenario / illustration the Agriculture Reinsurance Pool (AGRP)  

                                  would be inserted for the ARPC, similarly ‘Drought’ for ‘Terrorism’: 

                                      
                                          
                                        Above excerpt taken from pictured document right, online here,  

                                        & below from Australian government Geosciense online here 

    

                                 

https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-June-2021-1.pdf
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/treasury-releases-terms-of-reference-for-latest-terrorism-insurance-act-review-259732.aspx?utm_source=GA&utm_medium=20210704&utm_campaign=IBW-Newsletter-20210705&utm_content=C9961B42-D66C-4CFE-A412-1895D76E9C83&tu=C9961B42-D66C-4CFE-A412-1895D76E9C83
https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/news/breaking-news/insurance-veteran-makes-government-plea-163962.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrUxWk93zkw
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/Terrorism_Insurance_Act_Review.pdf
https://treasury.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/Terrorism_Insurance_Act_Review.pdf
https://www.ga.gov.au/scientific-topics/national-location-information/landforms/deserts


                           
 

 

                                                          International & local news:    

         25th June 2021 here from the USA - something similar to what we can expect perhaps..?  

             

       

From Dry land to Dry July / Palate: 
     Aligned with our ‘Wellness’ ethos in terms of ‘Dry July’, Brett has continued his from 2018 rendering 37   

       consecutive months ‘Dry’ - more here, here, within OBA Gallery & within OBA 2020 Christmas party  

                         noting further to April 2021 #30-4-Thirty the steps in 2021 continue to mount: 

                                  

          

                                   
                                                                                         Short video here 

https://www.insurancebusinessmag.com/au/business-news/drought-indicators-in-western-us-send-warnings-of-the-big-one-258901.aspx
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/obrienpinasvilla/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CRzyZaksXFY/?utm_medium=share_sheet
https://www.facebook.com/100036974212584/posts/536415770934225/?d=n
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/gallery/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/christmas-photos/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-Jj2A6IOSw&t=7s


                           
 

                                                                      Covid-19 

                    

                          

                   Accrediation for OBA from 9th July 2021 issued by the Australian Secruity Academy:        

                                                            
                           

                     
                                                                        Feel free to drop by & visit OBA socials below:      

                                          
                                       YouTube                   Linkedin                                    FB                         Instagram 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswclnANko5Iz9KojENpjUQ/videos
https://www.linkedin.com/company/54361258/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/anthony.obrien.56863
https://www.instagram.com/obaob1/


                           
 

 
 ‘’Introducing insurance to the mainstream Australian insurance market against Drought for Farmers    
   who lose Livestock consequent to Drought would improve the livelihood of Farmers & the farming    
    landscape in this great country of ours for the current farming generation and those to follow’’ 
   
                                              Brett O’Brien – Managing Director - OBA Consulting         

 

                                          
                                      

                          OBA Ethos online here  & visit OBA Ranch (Drought proof) here     

                          
            

                                 
                                         

                                                 
                              

                          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL_pkJLGPMg
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bio/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/our-ethos/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/oba-ranch/


                           
 

                                                      
                                            Testimonial from Rob & Emmie Jennings – Owners of Farm Table: 

 

Brett & Patricia O’Brien (OBA Consulting) are valued members of Farm Table & we welcome their ongoing 

membership, presence & contribution to Farm Table & our 16,000 plus members nationally. 

OBA’s passion for Australian Agriculture Risk Transfer is evident in dealings with them which we have  
known them to pursue at their own cost. 
 
As a self-funded start-up only a few short years ago ourselves, we at Farm Table know the passion, 
dedication & time it takes to put in to seek to make a contribution to Australian Agriculture which is largely 
rooted in altruism. 
 
One only needs to read OBA’s Ethos to know what they are about & we are happy to have OBA on board. 

                                                                                         
                                                                                            Rob & Emmie Jennings – Owners of Farm Table                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                             

                                    
       Above right reference to OBA in Farm Table from Issue 3 of OBA’s Chewing The Cud of June 2020 here with OBA 

             April, May & June 2021 Quick Bites on Farm Table - kudos to Rob & Jenny who now have 16,000 members!  

                                                              
                                                     Further Testimonials: 

                                                                                   Professor Joe Sircusa 

                                                         Australian Security Academy CEO – Mike Evans 

                                                               Associate Professor – Salvatore Babones 

                                           Iconic Australian journalist, 6 times walkly award winner – Kerry O’Brien 

                                       Former CEO of ME Bank & former Australian u/19 Cricket captain– Jamie McPhee                                                            

                                                   Founding Director of Latevo Farmers Mutual – Andrew Trotter 

                                           Admiddted to the high court of NSW & Supreme court of Australia – Mark Sheller 

                             CEO of The Australian & NZ Institute of Insurance & Finance – Prue Willsford 

                                                   National Geographic presenter, musician & actor – Henry Rollins   

 

https://farmtable.com.au/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bulletins/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OBA-Chew-The-Cud-issue-3-June-20.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OBA-Consulting-Quick-Bite-April-2021.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-May-2021-.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/OBA-Quick-Bite-June-2021-1.pdf
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/testimonials/
https://www.obaconsulting.com.au/bio/


                           
 

                                             

                                     

                             

                                                                    
OBA Consulting Australia is a B2B consultancy operation - we do not provide any advice to the general public whatsoever in relation to general insurance products. 
    In the course of referencing other sources of news & information in this document, including usage of third party entity logo’s this is done so on the basis of ‘information purposes’.       
This document and any attachments are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify OBA Consulting immediately and delete all copies of this document. You must not copy, use, disclose, distribute or rely on the information contained in it. Copying or use of this communication or information in it is strictly 

prohibited and may be unlawful. The fact that this communication is in electronic form does not constitute OBA Consulting consent to conduct transactions by electronic means or to use or accept electronic records or electronic signatures. Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this communication are not waived or lost by 

reason of mistaken delivery to you. OBA Consulting does not guarantee that this document or links are unaffected by computer virus, corruption or other defects and accepts no liability for any damage caused by this document or links due to viruses, interception, corruption or unauthorised access.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                        Copyright © 2020 OBA Consulting, all rights reserved.                                   


