
Dear T reasu ry , 

 

T h an k  y o u  fo r  th e  o p p o rt u n it y  to  e xp ress m y  co m m en t s o n  f ree  

ran ge  e gg lab e llin g d eb acle  in  A u st ralia, an d  to  clo se  t h e  

cu rren t  lo o p -h o le s allo w in g fo r  th e  p ro m o t io n  o f  

m isin fo rm at io n . 

 

A s a co n su m e r , I w an t  t o  b e  su re  th at  w h e n  I p ay  a h igh e r p rice  

fo r  t h e  e t h ical s tan d ard s o f  a p ro d u ct , t h at  I am  ge t t in g w h at  I 

p ay  fo r , an d  am  n o t  b e in g d u p ed  b y  d o d gy  lab e ls  an d  lo o se  

d e f in it io n s . Be cau se  th ere  is n o  n at io n al, en fo rce ab le  s t an d ard  

fo r  f re e  ran ge  e ggs, it ’s alm o st  im p o ssib le  t o  t e ll w h ich  e ggs are  

ge n u in e ly  f re e  ran ge  an d  w h ich  eggs aren ’t . T h is  is  

u n accep t ab le  as I f in d  th e  cru e lt y  o f  b at t e ry  h en  p ro d u ct io n  

e n t ire ly  u n accep t ab le , an d  re fu se  t o  su p p o rt  t h is ab h o rre n t  

p ract ice  in  an y  w ay  w h at so e v e r , in clu d in g a s tan d ard  t h at  

allo w s p ro d u ce rs t o  lab e l t h e ir  e ggs “f re e  ran ge ” w h en  th e ir  

h en s can n o t  e v en  go  o u t sid e  f re e ly , an d  h av e  an  o u t d o o r 

s t o ck in g d en sit y  o f  1 0 ,0 0 0  h en s p e r h e ctare . T h ese  p ro d u cers 

m u st  f in d  an o th er  lab e l o r  ap p e llat io n  th at  accu rate ly  re f le ct s 

t h e ir  farm in g t e ch n iq u e s  an d  d o es n o t  u n d erm in e  t h e  m ark e t  

f o r  gen u in e  f ree  ran ge  e ggs. 

 

‘Free  ran ge ’ m e an s t h at  h en s m u st  f re e ly  ro am  o u t sid e  an d  

h av e  ro o m  t o  m o v e , in d o o rs an d  o u t . T h e  M o d e l Co d e  o f  

W e lfare  s tat e s  th at  h en s sh o u ld  h av e  a m ax im u m  st o ck in g 

d e n sit y  o f  1 ,5 0 0  h en s p er  h e ctare . I su p p o rt  t h is d e f in it io n  

w h o leh e art e d ly . 

 

Lab e ls are  m ean t  fo r  co n su m ers , n o t  t o  b e  “railro ad e d ” o r  

d isto r t e d  b y  m e ga-farm in g st ru ctu re s o r  th e  t y ran n y  o f  t h e  

Co le s/ W o o lie s d u o p o ly  see k in g to  e xp lo it  f lim sy  an d  v agu e  

d e f in it io n s w h ich  o n ly  se rv e  t h e ir  o w n  p u rp o ses o f  m isle ad in g 

t h e  co n su m e r w ith  a go al o f  m ax im isin g p ro f it s . I t h e re fo re  

u rge  y o u  to  p u t  A u st ralian  co n su m ers f irs t  an d  en fo rce  a 

d e f in it io n  t h at  is b ase d  o n  th e  p rin cip le  o f  in fo rm in g rat h e r 



t h an  t r ick in g th e  co n su m e r , an d  to  u p h o ld  th e  s tan d ard s o f  t h e  

Fair  T rad e  A ct .  

 

T h an k  y o u  fo r th e  o p p o rt u n it y  to  co m m en t .  

 

Yo u rs s in cere ly , 

Jam e s Bo u rn e  

 


